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Abstract 

A terminal with use with a zero insertion force socket is disclosed which electrically 
connects a mating connector to a printed circuit board or the like. The terminal has a pin 
engaging portion which has a pair of contact arms positioned to make electrical engagement with 
5 a mating pin. The pin engaging portion has a pair of nonsymmetrical contact arms which are 
positioned to make electrical engagement with the mating pin. A first contact arm of the pair of 
contact arms is configured to have a longer electrical path across which signals are transmitted 
than a second contact arm. The first contact arm also has a reduced cross section compared to 
the second contact arm, such that the first contact arm is configured to have a matched 
yXO inductance to the second contact arm. A retention portion extends from the pin engaging 

portion. Side edges of the retention portion are dimensioned to create a frictional interference 
with side wall of a cavity of the socket. A mounting portion extends from the retention portion 
in an opposite direction from the pin engaging portion. The mounting portion has at least one 
resilient leg which extends from the retention portion to a solder pad which is soldered to a 


5 substrate. The solder pad is spaced from the retention portion a sufficient distance to allow the at 

W 

P least one resilient leg to provide the resilient characteristics required to allow the at least one 

resilient leg to resiliently compensate for misalignment or movement of the solder relative to the 
solder pad. 
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